





HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT
Seven Common Signs of

Dyslexia in the Classroom.

AN EDUCATOR’'S GUIDE

Recognizing signs. Providing support. Guiding toward success.




)) (( Learning Ally.




Dyslexia at a Glance:

One of the most gratifying experiences an educator can have is seeing a student succeed.

Sometimes. however. educators encounter a particularly intelligent and hardworking student
who excels in most subjects. but consistently struggles with reading. Most likely. this student
15 battling the most common cause of reading. writing and spelling difficulties: dyslexia. Dys-

lexia is more than just having trouble recognizing letters; it's a complex neurological difference.

The International Dyslexia Association defines dyslexia as...

a language-based learning disability. Dyslexia refers to a
cluster of symptoms, which result in people having difficulties
with special language skills, particularly reading. Students

with dyslexia usually experience difficulties with other language

skills such as spelling, writing and pronouncing words.

Compounding the problem is the fact that dyslexia
is a disability that too often goes undiagnosed.




A LOSLLYY, Undlagnosed cAuCallonal ROadpPLlOCK

One in five American students has dyslexia. Chances are you have one or more dyslexic

students in your classroom.

Dyslexia often gets attributed to being a behavioral issue. What might be seen as laziness or
acting out in reality is a student inwardly struggling with reading. He may be working hard to

cover up what he senses is a problem. but doesn’'t know how to ask for help.

Dyslexia can also often go undetected because the student is smart enough to find ways to
compensate and hide his reading deficit. so he is never discovered. His intelligence. creativity
and verbal skills mask his reading challenges. He manages to do "well enough” without

reaching his potential.




Did you know Einstein was dyslexic?

This despite the fact that he had
an estimated 1Q of 160.

Have you seen these signs in the classroom?

Dyslexia is something that your colleagues in special
education and learning support are trained to recognize
and formally evaluate. But you can use your daily
experience in the classroom and knowledge of your
students to recognize the signs that are commonly

hiding in plain sight.




Does this sound like one of your students?
If so, your next step should be to speak to your
student’s parents as well as your school’s special

education team to request a formal screening. If

diagnosed with dyslexia (or another learning

disability), you, together with the parents and your
learning support team, can plan a course of action

to help your student succeed in the classroom.




